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Korean 7-month—old infants can understand
pointing gesture as goal-directed when some
linguistic cue 1s provided

Zi—Hyun Lee Min—Young Kim Hyun—Joo Song
Department of Psychology, Huno Inc. Department of Psychology,
Yonsei University Yonsei University

The present study examined whether Korean 7-month-old infants can understand the goal-directedness
of others’ pointing gestures when linguistic information is provided. Korean 7-month-old infants were
familiarized with an event in which an actor pointed to one of the two novel objects with her index
finger after saying a novel label, “mido”(Experimental condition) or a Korean exclamatory expression
“woowa” (Control condition). After the positions of the two objects were switched, the infants watched
the actor pointing to the new-goal ohject (new-goal event) or the old-goal object (old-goal event) in
the test trials. The infants in the experimental condition looked significantly longer at the new-goal
event than the old-goal event. The infants in the control condition looked at the new-goal and the
old-goal events about equally, indicating that other linguistic cues such as an exclamation of surprise do
not facilitate infants’ understanding of goal-directedness of others’ pointing gestures. The results
suggest that seven-month-old infants understand the goal-directedness of the actor’s pointing gesture
when some linguistic cue is provided even though they cannot produce their own goal-directed pointing
gestures yet.

Keywords: pointing behaior, linguistic cue, goal-directedness



