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This study aims to understand successful EFL learners in the context of Korea, their
past and present perspectives and behavior related to English learning. To achieve this
aim, this study employed qualitative approach, a case study of 11 Korean learners of
English who attained highly advanced English proficiency by studying English
primarily in Korea. Two specific research questions were proposed:1) What do good
language learners (GLLs) experience on the course of English learning from the time
of starting English study until the matriculation at a university? 2) What do GLLs share
with one another when it comes to English language learning experiences? In-depth
interviews were conducted with the participants and their data were transcribed and
theme-coded. The analysis revealed that GLLs exceeded English proficiency level
required in the national College Scholastic Ability Test (CSAT) early in their middle
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school period, although their speaking ability was relatively lower than other skills. It
was also found that their affective aspects such as growth mindset, autonomy,
self-confidence, internalization of social values, and grit played important roles in their
outstanding English achievement. Further implications for language learners in the
Korean context were provided in terms of language pedagogy and assessment.
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o wf e o] eIk $eEAES BE o] shgel Fxle g
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5 22U TR S5 SEAES A
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g5 7 2w AEAQ dogsael A vUetde 7 8% 5
Z sz FHIFHS vl Gardner®t  Lambert(1972)7F  AFS D& ES
(socioeducation model)S WO 2 F34 5 7](integrative motivation)9} =4
7](instrumental motivation)S A7f3F o] & Jojus Zuke] AH F7]o] sk
Aol FoiEler, WAlA  F7](intrinsic motivation)2} ] A& 5 7](extrinsic
motivation)S A 3l= Ryan¥} Decil(2000)2] A7 2 o] 22 A3 &R E o]
7] R3S &£ o Asiglth 2y oelg §7] o|& P ES EFLY 22
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ol th(h271, 2003; W7, 2001; &, 2001; ©] &S, 1996). o] A H
EFLo|2}= 8ol A= ESL $H7ollA &b+ *]’7\‘ ‘jre 7] F@ECl HAE
o] g5 w7lell FAES WA (ETT] & A4, 2011), 719 F7] ol& #A
oA o treprt ®Hth Sk WES a1efshe 57] O|BES AV HE Flo] uig
A SFH(DOryei & Otto, 1998; Norton & Toohey, 2002).

AA AN A= S5 EWE 13 57] o]E-2 DOmyeiet Otto(1998)2]
o] g5 A Ed(process model of L2 learning motivation)@} A}3]#38}o]=
(sociocultural theory)©] i olt} AojeHFHAH R L AofstHS Fdst= I}
QoA stEAEe] 7] ol WA deA=AE AYsi, sV 3ol
54 wete et Wi e A 84S wrEeth AR EEA ol
A vk 7] ol22 StFAE EelMal e uheke A a5 (d: At
ﬂ’ -1‘-?:3_;:}.79] Oﬂﬁ]:a ﬂg]»g—Eq’ x-“t wAl 33}7—‘1 ;‘(]:rLQ,]_Q] 3',]—7:” —U—Zl: H]-I:H’ J—‘—XH
T} %)J—L} a‘]—i:x]_ 9] AT 2L LA E7)7} d**QU%(Ushloda 2008), ol &=
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oA ¥ et w71 8l Awety] S Aldiel whet opeket sferilol
AR ghow, el = 19901 of TR o] HH o]fgh kel W
stE vtgos o] g5 w719k #AE W7l g d7Ec] My
Atk 53] wl] AFES AR AdTE vEeE AFAR] AT ool
A A o] (D, H. Kang, 2000), A13| B3} 2}7|AHE o]&o] AT T
FEE vRes B2 A7 I stuh(23, 2003; ©l&-E, 1996; A8,
2001; ol & 71E1%d,2013).
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